
Tarbat Community Council 

Draft Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 22nd August 2012 

1. Present: Janet Wilson, Hamish MacKenzie, Billie Wood, Helen Fleming, Neil Ross, Jock Munro, 

Steve Carroll. In attendance: Two Police Officers from Tain, Cllr Alistair Rhind, Cllr Fiona 

Robertson, Chris Heseltine, George Terry 

2. Police Report 

2.1 There has been a relatively low incidence of crime in our area. Miscellaneous incidents were reported 

and the theft of fuel oil from the harbour during the summer has been solved. 

2.2 Steve reported broken glass behind the school and golf club due to suspected under-age drinking, and 

problems related to parking congestion at the bottom of Castle Street. The police officers undertook to keep a 

lookout for further occurrences of these problems. 

2.3 Tarbat Community Council adopted the position of “wait and see” in relation to the parking problems 

outside the Castle Hotel. Cllr Alistair Rhind undertook to check with Planning regarding permissions granted 

for outdoor seating at the Castle Hotel. ACTION Alistair 

3. Minutes of last Meeting Hamish MacKenzie proposed that the Minutes be adopted as correct, and 

was seconded by Jock Munro. 

4. Matters Arising from Minutes 

4.1 Cllr Alistair Rhind expressed some disappointment at the reference to his non-attendance at previous 

meetings, stating that he had indeed attended a few meetings, and in any case, he was not the designated 

Councillor at the time. Cllr Alistair Rhind was assured that the minute did not call into doubt his hard work 

and commitment to his role as a Councillor, which is well recognised.  

4.2 Playpark Furniture. A reply has been received,  explaining  why the furniture had been removed so 

suddenly but not explaining why any notification of the removal had been given. Cllr Fiona Robertson stated 

that replacement furniture was “in the pipeline” and would be installed soon. Tarbat Community Council 

agreed that a slide, roundabout and springy toys would be welcome additions to the playpark. ACTION 

Fiona 

4.3 Gorse Removal at Tarbat Ness 

Martin Hind (HC Ranger) has explained the current state of affairs at Tarbat Ness. The current cash 

allocation for gorse removal has been exhausted. When more funds are available, Martin Hind would 

welcome volunteers to meet and assist with gorse removal. Concerns were expressed about the spreading of 

the gorse at the headland and other places. It was decided to invite Martin Hind to our next meeting 

ACTION Steve 

4.5 Village Officer 

Janet Wilson reported no progress on hiring a Village Officer to perform  tidying and maintenance in 

Portmahomack, but this matter is not closed ACTION Janet. Cllr Fiona Robertson suggested that a post be 

shared with neighbouring villages and she is pursuing the matter with the Ward Manager. ACTION Fiona 

4.6 Fountain Steps 



George Terry expressed the view that renovation of the crumbling Fountain Steps was a major task  and a 

cheap and quick fix would be a waste of time. Steve expressed the view that professional advice was 

essential. Jock suggested that John MacLeod’s (stonemason) son was qualified to give such advice. 

ACTION Steve 

4.7 New Bench at Car Park 

Hamish MacKenzie reported no progress in this matter but stated that he would continue to pursue the matter 

ACTION Hamish 

4.8 Removal of Derelict Boat at the harbour 

Janet reported that she had discussed the matter with the Ward Manager but there was a problem in that 

ownership of the boat is disputed. Hamish suggested that the owner(s) be contacted asking them to tidy or 

remove the boat and set a deadline for action. Cllr Alistair Rhind offered to instruct a Council employee to  

affix a Statutory Removal Order to the boat ACTION Alistair. Janet will speak to the Ward Manager again 

ACTION Janet 

4.9 Road Repairs at Arboll 

Cllr Fiona Robertson reported that repairs had commenced on schedule and that edge strengthening is under 

way. She also stated that Councillors were continually pressing Highland Council officials for action on road 

repairs. Hamish MacKenzie asked the proposed extent of repairs, and Cllr Fiona Robertson stated “To Arboll 

Bridge”. that she had no details on how much of the road will be edge strengthened but that, in her opinion, it 

needs to be to at least Arboll  Bridge. If Highland Council do not do to this point then she will continue to 

press for the work to be done. 

 We shall all watch and wait for developments with great interest. 

 5 The Councillor’s Report was covered in previous business 

 6 Financial Report 

6.1 Billie Wood reported ca. £1792 in the current account and ca. £1653 in the project account after recent 

sundry expenses. 

6.2 Hamish MacKenzie expressed the opinion that some expenditure on weed removal at Portmahomack  

beach would be in order. It was decided to contact Martin Hind for advice in this matter ACTION Steve 

 7 Correspondence 

7.1 Highland Council Quality Awards The matter was discussed but Tarbat Community Council was unable 

to choose a Council official worthy of the award. 

7.2 Proposed Steps at Vennel 5/6 Chapelhill The proposal to improve this area of the village was discussed. 

The general feeling was that any improvement can only be a good thing. It was agreed to write back 

indicating our approval with disclaimer for liability ACTION Steve 

 8 AOCB 

Janet Wilson expressed the opinion that there was a problem in Tarbatness Road at the Discovery Centre 

with fast traffic on a narrow road. The matter was discussed. Cllr Alastair Rhind volunteered to pursue the 

matter. ACTION Alastair 

Meeting closed at 9.35pm 



Next Meeting Wednesday 3
rd

 October 2012 


